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NOT AS I WILL, BUT AS YOU WILL
Matthew 26:31-46

Key Verse: 39

“Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.’”
In the last week’s passage, Jesus and his disciples shared the Passover meal. At the dinner table, Jesus told them of the meaning of his suffering and death. He explained that his body would be broken and his blood be poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. After the meal, they sang a hymn and went out to the Mount of Olives. In today’s passage, Jesus prays at Gethsemane. In his prayer, we can see that there are two wills in Jesus—his human will and divine will. Through prayers, Jesus overcomes his human will and takes God’s will resolutely and accomplishes God’s world salvation work. The passage begins with Jesus’ prediction about his disciples’ falling away.
Take a look at verses 31-32. “Then Jesus told them, ‘This very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is written: “I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.” But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.’” We remember that Jesus had a new covenant with his disciples in his blood at the Passover meal table. This covenant bonded Jesus and the disciples forever. But Jesus says here that in a matter of time, they would run away from him according to the prophecy. In the prophecy Zechariah 13:7, God says, “Awake, sword, against my shepherd, against the man who is close to me!” declares the Lord Almighty. “Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered, and I will turn my hand against the little ones.” (). God is against his shepherd Jesus who is close to him. God strikes the Lamb of God Jesus for the forgiveness of sins. Clearly the one who would strike the shepherd Jesus would be God Almighty. Although the wicked people crucified Jesus, it was not done apart from God’s irrevocable will. And as a result, the disciples will be scattered. However, Jesus would rise again from the dead and his disciples would return to him. Likewise, those who have a blood covenant relationship with Jesus may fall away temporarily but will return to Jesus who restores them. God knows the sheep’s weakness. Jesus knows his disciples’ falling away in their weaknesses. But in the long run, God weaves their failure and success alike into his gospel history and into their spiritual growth. God’s good purpose always prevails. In God’s good purpose, his people would be restored and triumphant.
How did Peter respond? He says, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.” Peter’s loyalty to Jesus and his courage are admirable. And I believe that his statement came out of his heart. He was confident in his loyalty and willpower. He thought that he was stronger than the other disciples. So Peter neither accepted Jesus’ words nor admitted his weakness. Look at verse 34. “‘Truly I tell you,’ Jesus answered, ‘this very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.’” Jesus says that Peter will disown Jesus three times this very night. The other disciples will just run away, but Peter will disown Jesus three times, not few months later, but a few hours later. We know that disowning is far worse than just running away. And disowning Jesus three times means that Peter will fail completely. Jesus knows Peter’s weakness more than Peter knows his own. Peter should know the weakness of his humanity and learn to depend on God. 
Hearing Jesus’ prediction of Peter’s total failure, Peter now declares in verse 35, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” Peter’s strong declaration reveals that he really meant it. But it also shows that he didn’t really know how weak his will was. Peter’s bold declaration resonated with the other disciples and they all said the same. Jesus knows our weakness better than we do. We Christians have a desire and will to follow Jesus to the end and not to disown him. We have a desire and will to live and die for Christ. But we need to recognize our weakness that causes us to fall and have a broken relationship with Jesus. To overcome our weakness, we definitely need God’s help and strength. So we need to come to God in prayer. Jesus came to God humbly and prayed. Through his prayer, Jesus received God’s help and heavenly power to do God’s will. 
Look at verse 36. Jesus went with his disciples to a garden called Gethsemane in order to prepare for his upcoming suffering and death. He said to them, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” Jesus wanted them to keep awake in prayer with him. Jesus then took Peter, James and John with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. Jesus was sorrowful and troubled not just because of his upcoming physical sufferings such as flogging, mocking, and crucifixion, but of the unbearable weight of the sin of the world and of God’s judgment upon him. In other words, Jesus had to take up the sin of the world as the Lamb of God. God would put the sins of all mankind upon him and make him who had no sin to be sin for us (2Co 5:21). What’s worse, in God’s right judgment on the sin of the world, Jesus had to die in a complete separation from God. Jesus could endure all hardships because of his love relationship with the Father. On the cross, however, he would become a curse in our place and be totally abandoned by God. This was the most dreadful thing for the Son of God. On the cross, Jesus actually experienced God’s curse upon him, and cried out, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?’ (which means, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”) (27:46) 
Look at verse 38. Jesus said to Peter, James, and John, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.” Jesus did not hide what’s going through his mind. He was overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. He asked Peter, James, and John to keep watch with him through prayers. Though Jesus is God the Son, he is also a human. In his humanity, Jesus struggled just like other human beings, just like Peter, James, John and each of us. In his humanity, he needed God’s help and strength to win the battle against sin and Satan. So he went to pray to God.

Look at verse 39. “Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.’” Falling with his face to the ground, Jesus came to God and earnestly prayed. Sometimes we are so overwhelmed that we don’t know what to do. But here Jesus shows us what to do when we are overwhelmed with what we face. We must fall to the ground before our Father God and pray. Jesus called God, “My Father.” Even in that time of unbearable sorrow, Jesus did not doubt the love of God. Jesus trusted God and believed God’s love absolutely. The love of God is a refuge in the time of trial. God’s love “always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. God’s love never fails” (1Co 13:7-8). Jesus accessed this love through prayer. Jesus taught us to pray, “Our Father in heaven.” God is our Father who loves us no matter what. In any unbearable difficulty, we can find refuge in God’s love when we say, “Our Father.” 
Jesus prayed, “...if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me.” Here the “cup” refers to his suffering and death on the cross for the sin of the world. Jesus knew that God had sent him to the world for it. Jesus had foretold his disciples time and again that he would suffer and die to fulfill the Scriptures. Now Jesus was asking God to change his plan. Jesus expressed to God what his humanity wanted. Jesus did not want to suffer. He did not want to die. This is the natural instinct of humanity. Especially Jesus did not want to go through God’s curse. Jesus believed that everything is possible with God. So he asked God if there is another way to fulfill his world salvation purpose. However, Jesus concluded his prayer by saying, “Yet not as I will, but as you will.” Jesus presented his request, but sought God’s will. This is a right attitude in prayer. Jesus believed that no matter how costly it seems to be, God’s will is the best way. Jesus believed that God’s will would bring him final victory. 
After prayer, Jesus returned to his disciples. They were sleeping soundly. Gospel writer Luke says that they were exhausted from sorrow (Lk 22:45). When Jesus was sorrowful, he prayed to God. When the disciples were sorrowful, they fell asleep. Jesus said to them, “Couldn’t you men keep watch with me for one hour?” If the disciples woke up with Jesus in prayer for an hour, the Bible history could have been different. If Christians today keep watch with the Lord even for one hour, their lives would be different and world history would change. Jesus asked them, "Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak." Here “flesh” refers to fallen humanity. Peter’s spirit was willing to follow Jesus, but his humanity was too weak to do so. Jesus said that that was why he should watch and pray. Peter really had to listen to these words of Jesus. We must also listen to Jesus’ words. We often forget that our flesh is so weak. Since our flesh is weak, we need God’s help and His strength that we can receive through prayers. St. Paul knew that his flesh was weak. But he confesses in Philippians 4:13 (ESV), “For I can do everything through Christ who gives me strength.” We must watch and pray to fight a spiritual battle with Christ-given strength. Even the Son of God Jesus watched and prayed. And after his prayer in Gethsemane, Jesus became strong enough to go through sufferings and death on the cross. No prayer, no divine strength. When we receive divine strength through prayer, we can first renounce our fleshly will and second, we can accept and obey God’s will. This is a real spiritual battle. Our flesh is weak, but we become strong enough to win the spiritual battle when we pray. Later Peter remembered Jesus’ words and grew to be a man of prayer (Ac 3:1, 10:9). 
Many Christians stop prayer after they requested what they want. Look at verse 42. “He went away a second time and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.’” Now Jesus realizes that God’s world salvation plan will be fulfilled only when he takes the cup. Mankind will be saved only when he takes the cup. God will crush the devil only when he takes the cup. Through prayer, Jesus resolves to take the cup according to the will of God. The bottom line in Jesus’ prayer is, “May your will be done.” Jesus’ prayer was a struggle to renounce his will and submit himself to God’s will. For anyone, renouncing one’s will is the most difficult thing to do. In fact, this is almost impossible by our human strength. This is possible by the help of God. From Jesus, we learn that prayer is not just requesting what we want or need. Prayer is a spiritual resource through which we can transform our will into God’s will by God’s help. 
Jesus prayed a third time with the same prayer topic until he could fully submit himself to God’s will (43-44). Luke 22:43-44 says, “An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.” God helped Jesus until he won a spiritual victory. When he fully submitted himself to God’s will, the sorrow and anguish in his heart were gone and peace of God filled his soul. The situation did not change. But Jesus was fully strengthened to face his trial and death. 
Most probably we all have experienced peace and power of God, after we let go of our own sin or dream or ambition that is not God’s will and accept God’s will. Our sin or dream or ambition that is not God’s will causes us to struggle with ourselves. It torments us in our souls. We must pray as Jesus did until we fully accept God’s will and renounce what we will. At the moment we submit ourselves to God, our anguish is gone and we will taste perfect peace and freedom. Look at verses 45-46. “Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, ‘Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour has come, and the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners. Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!’” After praying three times, Jesus was fully prepared. Jesus had real peace, heavenly strength, and complete assurance of final victory. 
In this passage we learn that Jesus prayed before the cup of suffering and death. Through his Gethsemane prayers, Jesus received heavenly strength to deny his own will and to accept and obey God’s will. Through his Gethsemane prayers, Jesus tasted victory and took the cup, becoming our Savior. We thank Jesus who took the cup of suffering and death for us. We also have the cup that God has entrusted us to drink. May we take the cup with heavenly strength. Let’s pray until we receive God’s strength to take the cup and drink and experience great victories.
