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GOD’S RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT
Romans 2:1-16
Key Verse: 6-8 

“God will repay each person according to what they have done. To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal life. But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger.”
Last week we learned that in the fallen godless world, people suppress the truth by their wickedness to live a life of sin and godlessness. They become idols worshippers. They indulge in sexual impurity, and every kind of wickedness and evil. On these people, God’s wrath is being revealed. In today’s passage, Paul begins with the personal pronoun “You” in contrast with “they,” godless people in the previous passage. Who is the pronoun “you” referring to? Obviously, it does not indicate godless people. According to verse 1, they are those who pass judgment on others. They may be the Jews or Christians or you and I. But Paul reveals their sins as well and declares that they are also under God’s righteous judgment. Paul then describes the general principle and consequences of God’s judgment. Since this message is given to you and me, let’s listen to God’s words soberly and respond to them before God.
I. “You do the same things” (1-5) 
Verse 1 says, “You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever point you judge another, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same things.” As aforementioned, you here are those who pass judgment on others. Undoubtedly, these people know difference between right and wrong. They have a clear understanding of a standard. That is why they can pass judgment on others. But then they are doing the same things themselves. It is like the judges in the court who are as guilty as the ones they judge. There was a woman who was caught in adultery and was brought to Jesus and the public. Out of self-righteousness, then the religious leaders made her stand before people and accused her. They said to Jesus, “In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” To Jesus eyes, the religious leaders and people there were with sins just like the woman. So after writing on the ground with his finger silently, he said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her” (Jn 8:7). At this they all dropped the stones in their hands and left silently, because they saw their own sins before God. Those who pass judgment on others are blind toward many of their own faults and sins. When Jesus opened their eyes to see their own sins in the heavenly light, they recognized that they did the same things or they did things even worse than the woman did. We all tend to trivialize our own sins, but treat others’ sin seriously. We see other people lie and cheat, but ourselves simply stretch the truth a little. We see others steal, but ourselves borrow. Others have prejudices, but ourselves convictions. We speak loudly, “Those people should be stoned!” But Jesus says, “Let anyone who is without sin cast the first stone.” 
Look at verses 2-3. “Now we know that God’s judgment against those who do such things is based on truth. So when you, a mere human being, pass judgment on them and yet do the same things, do you think you will escape God’s judgment?” Yes, we know that God’s judgment is based on truth. In truth, we are all guilty of the same things we accuse others of doing. Now the most serious question is: “Will we escape God’s judgment?” “Should God condemn those terrible sinners, but not us who do the same sins? You and I know the obvious answers to these questions. 
Look at verse 4. “Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and patience, not realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance?” Paul’s question here aims to show us what to do since we will not escape God’s judgment. Although God with his truth and mighty power could punish our sin at once and completely, he didn’t. Instead, he has given us the opportunities continuously to repent. He withholds his anger and judgment with kindness and patience in order for sinners to acknowledge their sins and repent. Clearly God’s kindness and patience has a purpose to lead us to repentance. But many people do not comprehend the purpose of God’s kindness and patience. And then they assume that they are under the favor of God and indulge in sin. 2 Peter 3:9 says, “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” We are not to show contempt for God’s kindness and patience, but rather give thanks to him for his patience and kindness. We are to repent of our sins before him and serve him. But when we do not come to repentance in our stubbornness and unrepentant heart, we are storing up God’s wrath against ourselves and receive it on the day of God’s final judgment (5).
II. The standard of God’s judgment (6-16)
Human judgment is based on outward behavior. It is often self-centered and superficial. Someone says, “We judge based upon only what is presented to us and usually with our own built-in bias. We have no idea about the motives of the heart nor what circumstances, experiences, and encounters influenced one’s actions.” But we know that God is holy, righteous, all-knowing and just. His judgment has righteous, perfect, and just standard. Verses 6-16 reveals the standard of God’s judgment. 
First, God judges each person. Verse 6 says, “God will repay each person according to what they have done.” God will judge each person. God’s judgment is individual judgment, not corporate or national. So each person will give an individual account to God. We cannot blame our parents or our Bible teachers. We cannot blame the godless world and its system. We cannot make excuse about our environment at home, school or society. We cannot rely on our spouses’ righteousness and faith. Each person will receive the due judgment from God. 
Second, God judges according our deeds. Look at verse 6 again. God’s judgment will be done according to what we have done. We know that our salvation is only by grace of God and only by faith and only by Christ—sola gratia, sola fide, and sola Christus. But God’s judgment is based on our deeds. One’s actions are the outward expression of what the person is deep down. These actions are the basis for God’s judgment. 
Now then let’s reflect our deeds that reveal our inner life and motive, as we read verses 7-10. “To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal life. But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. There will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile; but glory, honor and peace for everyone who does good: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.” Here the words, seek or seeking are repeated. From a biblical perspective, there are two kinds of people—those who persistently seek glory, honor and immortality that God offers (NLT) and those who are self-seeking. What we are seeking reveals our life priority, motive, and focus. God will give eternal life to those who seek God’s glory, honor and immortality. But self-seeking people eventually reject the truth and follow evil and end up with God’s wrath and anger. 
Who then can possibly seek glory, honor and immortality persistently? This is impossible for fallen people like us. The more we try to seek righteousness, the deeper we realize that we are self-seeking. So after seeking righteousness, Paul himself cried out, “What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death” (Ro 7:24). Prophet Isaiah also had the similar experience and cried out, “…all our righteous acts are like filthy rags…” (Isa 64:6). Martin Luther entered the religious life of a monk with his earnest motive to control the boiling sins that tormented his soul and to find peace in his soul. Thinking that through obedience to the church, he could obtain the favor of God and inner peace, he took vows, fasted, prayed, and humiliated his flesh with all the power he could muster. He even took a pilgrimage to Rome and climbed on his knees the mediaeval staircase known as Pilate’s stairs. But after all these deeds, he could not get a handle on the raging sins and self-seeking in him. He could not experience eternal life and peace, but rather darkness and despair. Finally, the scripture enlightened him that doing good is not a means of salvation. Salvation is given to those who believe in Jesus and his work. And the Holy Spirit helps believers to do good before God.
Third, God judges impartially. In verses 9-10, the phrase, “first for the Jew, then for the Gentile” is repeated. So in verse 11, Paul reveals another standard of God’s judgment, “For God does not show favoritism.” The Jews expected God to show favoritism. I also often expect God to show favoritism by forgiving and forgetting my sins unconditionally. But with the exactly same standard, God judges the Jews and the Gentiles. God’s judgment does not depend on our background. It depends on what we have done.
Fourth, God judges according to the law. God’s law is God’s standard, and his judgment is based on the law. Verse 12 says, “All who sin apart from the law will also perish apart from the law, and all who sin under the law will be judged by the law. Those who sin will perish whether they know the written law or not. The Jews knew the law and they will be judged by the law. According to verse 13, just hearing the law does not make them righteous. To be righteous before God and to escape God’s judgment, they should obey the law (13). For example, the law commands, “You shall not covet…anything that belongs to your neighbor” (Ex 20:17). God does not see if you know or memorize this command. Rather he sees if you obey it. So knowing the law is one thing and obeying the law is quite another. Of course, without knowing the law, we cannot obey the law. God gave his people the law so that they could hear it and live according to it. But who can obey the law, 613 commandments without fail? Nobody. Therefore, everyone is a lawbreaker and is the object of God’s wrath. 
What about the Gentiles who do not have the law? Can they escape God’s judgment? No. God judges according the law embedded in their hearts. A man I know once didn’t see the speed limit sign on Finch Avenue that had been changed from 60 km/hr to 50 km/hr. But he was driving 75 km which was 25 km over speed limit. The cop pulled him over. He begged the cop that he didn’t know the change of speed limit, even though he knew in his heart that he was speeding. He got a heavy fine. Likewise, the Gentiles who do not have the written law, know the requirement of the law written on their hearts which is their conscience. When they sin, their conscience pricks them and they feel guilty and ashamed. God judges according the law, whether it is the written law or the built-in conscience law. 
Fifth, God judges people’s secrets through Jesus Christ. Verse 16 says, “This will take place on the day when God judges people’s secrets through Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares.” Jesus is the judge of the living and the dead on the judgment day. On that day, he will judge the secrets of everyone. God does not just look at our outward deeds. We human beings are smart enough to put on a good show toward others. But God knows every secret we have and private sin we commit. He knows our hidden sinful motives, even when we serve him outwardly. He knows the lustful look that no one else knows. He knows every click of the mouse on our computer, when nobody is around. He knows our inner pride and anger toward others wearing a plastic smile. No one can camouflage their secret sins before God’s penetrating gaze on the judgment day.
Today, we learned God’s righteous judgment. Hebrews 9:27 says, “Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment…” No matter what kind of life we may live, there is God’s righteous judgment awaiting. So the question we are to ask is: What do I really want out of life? What am I really seeking? If we seek glory, honor, and immortality persistently and want God’s life, God will lead us to repentance and Christ Jesus will welcome us with his arms wide open and give us eternal life. We will continually grow to be like Jesus. But if we want pleasures of sin and reject glory, honor, and immortality, and follow evil we will face God’s wrath and anger. There will be trouble and distress. God is love. In his love, God reveals the truth of his judgment so that we can have eternal life. God reveals the truth of his judgment, because there is no other way. Let us confess our sins before God freely and seek Jesus who is eternal life himself. 
